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Kevin Carroll Retires As
Superintendent

Preparing For

HAVING BEGUN HIS CAREER with the South Huntington
Water District 42 years ago, Kevin is proud to acknowledge
that he has worked his way up the proverbial ladder. Hired as
a Maintenance Mechanic in 1973, he later held the position of
Plant Operator and was promoted to District Foreman. He jokes
that he was made Superintendent
25 years ago “because they ran
out of other jobs to give me.”
That was hardly the case, since in
2010 the Board of Commissioners
unified the Operational and
Administrative divisions of the
District under Kevin’s leadership.
That reorganization has proved a
resounding success.
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Said Carroll, “I am truly honored to have been a part of the Water
District. It is said that if you love your job, it is never work, and
I could not agree more.” Kevin continued, “The District has a
wonderful pool of experienced and newer people and it’s time
to tap their talents. They will bring new ideas and vigor to our
operation. Customers can be assured that they will retain our
traditional mandates for honest hard work and holding the
public trust as paramount.”
The life-long District resident will continue to live in Huntington
Station with his wife Mary. He quipped, “I’m looking forward to
continuing my relationship with South Huntington Water – but
as a customer!” n

Summer
OST RESIDENTS
ARE SURPRISED
TO LEARN of our
huge seasonal difference in
water production. Winter
pumping output may be
5,000,000 gallons per day (GPD),
but on a sweltering summer day,
demand soars and production can
increase five-fold! On one July day the
District supplied over 30,000,000 gallons!

MILLION
GALLONS

Winter is prime time for preventative maintenance, and this winter
was devoted to pulling, inspecting and repairing the deep well
pump at Site #6 in Cold Spring Hills. We proactively replaced the
hard-working “D” booster pump at Site #19 (West Hills), a key
source for our higher elevation customers. We also replaced the
pump and treatment equipment unit at Site #8 on Wolf Hill Road.
This seasonal well is ideally situated mid-way between Melville
and Huntington Station, and capable of supplying water to
both areas. The new pump unit will enable the well to produce
at full capacity with increased electrical efficiency. FYI, all these
complex infrastructure rehabilitations are funded from our regular
operating budget, a tribute to the effectiveness of preventative
maintenance and prudent fiscal planning. n

No Winter Recess At SHWD!
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THE FRIGID, SNOWY WINTER
weather certainly kept our
maintenance crews busy.
District mechanics are
responsible for plowing and
shoveling our Administration
Building and maintenance
garages... and also 20 other
District reservoir and well sites!
It is imperative that we have
ready access to these critical
facilities to bring you a safe
and reliable water supply.

The abnormally cold and
windy weather also resulted
in a steady stream of “no
water” and “burst piping” calls.
Deep frost penetration in
the roadways caused several
water main breaks which our
mechanics corrected. Hats
off to District employees
for weathering the “Wicked
Winter of 2015.” Bring on
spring! n
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Tanks For The Memories
Water needs height to provide pressure, and the
higher the elevation of water in the tank, the
greater the pressure. We are fortunate to own
several high-elevation parcels, including Jaynes
Hill, Long Island’s highest point, so we can
construct lower-profile, less obtrusive tanks.
Exception to every rule:
In 1925, a spindly-legged steel storage tank
was built on the corner of what is now East
23rd Street and Hollis Place in Huntington Station. The tank
held some 150,000 gallons of water. (Today’s storage tanks
contain 1,000,000 - 2,500,000 gallons each.)
With the huge growth spurts of the 1950s and 1960s,
larger reservoirs were built on Jaynes Hill and Pidgeon
Hill Road. The little tank became
obsolete and was demolished
around 1970.

Candid ?
camera
PLANT #9 GWYNNE ROAD rehabilitation is
now underway. The older building has been
demolished, providing access to redevelop
the existing deep well. A drill rig is positioned
there to perform that work. The new building
to house the well and treatment facilities will be
constructed during summer 2015, and we’ll be
back in action by early 2016. n
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Amazing postscript!
The flagpole at our
Administration office was
recently repaired. The gentleman
who repaired it matter-of-factly recounted that it
was he who had demolished the old tank…and
had the pictures to prove it! Mr. Dave A. Midgette
of Medford, who still proudly bills himself as
a steeplejack, used a minimum of personnel
assistance and no heavy equipment or cranes in
the disassembly! Amazing! n

MILESTONES
Mike Feeney (left) retired on December 31, 2014 after 39 years with SHWD. Mike worked his way through the ranks to become
the District’s Chief Plant Operator in charge of water production and treatment. He spearheaded numerous water treatment and
production innovations, including chlorination, pH control, VOC removal, lead and copper sampling
and an aggressive preventative maintenance program. Mike and his wife Cathy will remain in
Huntington with their children and grandkids. Congratulations, and sincerest thanks on a job well
done!
Stepping up to fill Mike’s position is another veteran employee with a quarter century of experience, Ken Carsten.
Well-versed in all Water District operations, Ken has specialized in well site and water treatment operations. A New
York State Health Department licensed Water Treatment Plant Operator, Ken lives in Melville with his wife Kim. Keep
up the good work, Ken.
The District also welcomes Jim Stork as a new Maintenance Mechanic. A life-long District resident and product of the
South Huntington school system, Jim is finishing his college degree and has previously worked with the District as a
seasonal employee. Welcome aboard, Jim. n

Newly appointed
Chief Plant Operator
Ken Carsten (Left)
instructs new
Maintenance
Mechanic Jim Stork
(Right) in the District’s
Operations Center

Eight-Time Winner of Suffolk County’s

“Best Tasting Water”.
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