
In competitions of all types, a three-peat, is a very rare feat. 
The South Huntington Water District has been judged the 
Suffolk County winner of the Long Island Water Conference’s 

‘Best Tasting Water Contest’ for the third year in a row!
 
Commissioner Ciro DePalo spoke for the District, “Water supply is 
something that most people take for granted. Turn the tap and there 
it is, but, in fact, it requires a tremendous amount of scientific and 
engineering expertise as well as diligent infrastructure maintenance. 
My fellow commissioners and I are extremely proud to receive this 
third consecutive award and 11th award overall. The importance of 
the job that our District people do in providing a plentiful supply 
of the highest quality water, day in day out, regardless of the 
weather, is recognized by this competition.”
 
The annual competition is held at SUNY Farmingdale and 
celebrates National Drinking Water Week, which is an educational 
initiative about water supply and the importance of protecting it.
 
The trophy is at the SHWD administration building. Stop by to see it 
and to say hello.  “And we’re going to be going for victory number 
12 in next year’s competition!”  Commissioner DePalo added.

Summer 2017

n Commissioner Ciro DePalo with the  
Best Tasting Water Contest trophy.

THREE-PEAT! THREE-PEAT! THREE-PEAT!

Changes are inevitable in any organization, and the South Huntington 
Water District is no exception. Clerk Typist MaryAnn Accardi has decided 
to retire, and while we are happy for her, she will be missed.  We are 
grateful to MaryAnn for her dedication to the people of the District and 
for being an important part of our team for the last fifteen years. 
Thank you MaryAnn!
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What is the annual amount of water used by a typical Long 
Island family in any given year? Believe it or not, it exceeds 
160,000 gallons a year or more than 430 gallons per day!  

And many SHWD customers, especially those who irrigate in hot 
weather with lawn sprinklers, can use several million gallons a year!
 
“That’s why conservation through odd/even watering days is so
important, and that’s why we remind residents at every juncture,”
Commissioner Paul Tonna stated. “Everyone loves green grass, but
summertime lawn watering demand creates a huge stress on our
distribution system which could be lessened.”
 
How you can help.
“If your house number is odd, water on odd days, and if your 
house number is even, water on even days,” the Commissioner 
added. “Most newer automatic irrigation systems have switches 
where you can select an odd or even watering routine. Voluntary 
cooperation helps us manage our extensive distribution 
system and contributes to the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation’s mandate to reduce overall 
consumption.”

• House number odd…water only on odd-numbered days.

• House number even…water only on even-numbered days.

Thanks for conserving and for helping to even the odds! 

SHWD By The Numbers:
n Territory: 22 Square Miles
n Population: 82,000*
n Wells: 23
n Water Mains: 271 Miles
n Storage Tanks: 7
n Storage Capacity: 10,000,000*  

gallons
n Daily Pumping Capacity: 30,000,000 

gallons
n Fire Hydrants: 1,710
n Customer Accounts: 18,000*

Importance of Odd/Even Watering
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You can conserve 
water in your kitchen 

without sacrificing 
taste or cleanliness.  

Here are seven 
suggestions 
that work!

Kitchen Savings:
1. Keep a pitcher of drinking water in the refrigerator instead of running the tap to cool 

water when you want a drink.

2. Wash dishes by hand? Get your sponge wet and soapy and turn the water off until 
ready to rinse. Never leave water running for rinsing.

3. Don’t rinse dishes in the sink first. Scrape them clean and let the dishwasher do its 
job.

4. Dishwashers, especially water/energy-efficient models almost always use less water 
than hand washing. Make sure the washer is fully loaded before you turn it on.

5. Use the garbage disposal less and the garbage more. Compost your scraps. 

6. Don’t run the water while you clean vegetables. Rinse them in a stopped sink or a 
pan of clean water.

7. Always use tap water versus bottled water. Manufacturing each plastic bottle 
requires 1.5 gallons of water (and they are too rarely recycled!) 

As noted in previous 
issues of Water Talk, 
the NYS Department 

of Environmental 
Conservation has 
mandated a concerted 
effort to reduce water 
usage. The SHWD has 
always directed efforts 
at conserving Earth’s 
most precious resource 
through education as 
we believe an educated 
and motivated public can 
achieve a tremendous 
amount of savings.

Put Conservation Into the Conversation!

UPCOMING ELECTION
Tuesday, 12.12.17.

The purpose: 
Elect one (1) 
Commissioner for a 
three-year term.

Who can vote: 
Any resident who has 
lived in the SHWD for at 
least thirty (30) days and who is a registered voter.

Where:  
• King of Kings Lutheran Church, Old South 

Path (Melville).
• SHWD Administration Building, corner of 

Fifth Avenue South and West 13th Street 
(Huntington Station).

Time: 
3:00 PM to 9:00 PM.

n Commissioner  
Paul Tonna.

*Approximately


