
UP UP AND A-WAVE! 
Commissioner Joseph Perry is proud to introduce 
Michael McGovern and Peter Tischner.
Fulfilling all the water needs of District residents and businesses requires 
a 24/7/365 effort from trained professionals like Michael McGovern, 
our new Chief Plant Operator, and Peter Tischner, our new District 
Foreman. Congratulations to both on their new positions.

Michael started with the District in 2007 and was previously Maintenance Mechanic 
II. As Chief Plant Operator he is in charge of the District’s 18 active deep wells and all 
water supply treatment to ensure compliance with all Suffolk County, state and federal 
regulations. 

Peter, who started with the District back in 2008, was  
formerly Maintenance Mechanic II. As District Foreman he  
has responsibility for the day-to-day management of the workforce, 
overseeing the function of the District’s 271 miles of water mains, as 
well as seeing that the nearly 19,000 accounts within the District are 
read quarterly and maintain proper service.

Commissioner Joseph Perry stated, “With over 80,000 residents 
spread across 22 square miles, there is never an idle moment. 
Mike and Pete are two outstanding professionals who have learned 
through hands-on experience what it takes to serve the public and to 
provide excellent quality water day after day.  
Our crews and our residents couldn’t be in better hands.”

Fall
2021

IS NEARING 
COMPLETION!

When the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) 
issued what may be the nation’s most stringent regulations 
for 1,4-dioxane, the South Huntington Water District was 
already proactively weighing treatment options. Now, the state-of-the-art Advanced Oxidation Process 
(AOP) treatment at Plant No.10 is scheduled for completion by the end of 2021.

“The chemical compound 1,4-dioxane is a clear, flammable liquid that was widely used as a stabilizer 
in industrial applications on Long Island and elsewhere” Commissioner Ciro DePalo said. “AOP, or 
Advanced Oxidation Process, is a  proven treatment that effectively removes 1,4-dioxane from drinking 
water. Our state-of-the-art treatment system at Plant No.10 on Whitson Road will be fully compliant 
with the new 1 part per billion (ppb) MCL limit.”

As noted in previous newsletters, this AOP is a $6.2 million project which received $3 million in 
funding from a New York State Water Infrastructure Improvement Grant.
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The annual election for the office of South Huntington 
Water District Commissioner will be held:

When: Tuesday, December 14, 2021
Time: From 3:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

ELECTION NOTICE

Purpose/Eligibility: To elect one commissioner for a three-year 
term. Any resident who has lived in the South Huntington Water 
District for at least thirty days and who is a registered voter is 
eligible to vote in the election. 

Two polling locations:
•  King of Kings Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, 2611 New York Avenue, 
Melville

•  Water District Admin Building,  
Corner of Fifth Avenue South  
and West 13th Street,  
Huntington Station

Eleven-Time Winner of Suffolk County’s Eleven-Time Winner of Suffolk County’s  
“Best Tasting Water”

South Huntington Water District
P.O. Box 370 
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Paul J. Tonna, Chairman
Ciro DePalo, Treasurer

Joseph Perry, Secretary

Access and visibility of fire hydrants is particularly 
important in winter when blowing and plowed snow 
can hide hydrants. By checking hydrants frequently 
throughout a storm and subsequent clean up, you 
can help ensure that they can be readily located 
in emergencies. Hydrants in cul-de-sacs are more 
susceptible to being buried by plowed snow, since 
plowing cul-de-sacs can be difficult. 

Year-round, please do not pile 
debris near the hydrant and refrain 
from planting shrubs, trees and 
ornamental bushes in close proximity. 
This will only hamper our volunteer 
firefighters’ ability to quickly locate a 
hydrant in case of emergency. 

Damaged or broken hydrants: Please notify 
the District immediately if a hydrant is severely leaning 
to one side or if the main nozzle opening isn’t facing 
the street. 

ADOPT A  
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WINTER 
PREP 

MAKES 
SENSE!         

“ Winter can wreak havoc on homes that are not properly prepared for freezing 
temperatures,” Commissioner  Paul J. Tonna observed. “Every year we proactively 
advise residents to prepare for the worst winter weather and to hope for the best. 
Being proactive with common sense precautions will safeguard water pipes, save 
money on repairs and avoid an untold number of headaches.”

Always know the location of your shut-off valve and water pipes in case of an emergency. 
Identify water pipes located outside your house; they will be most vulnerable to freezing.
Insulate all water pipes in unheated areas to prevent freezing and subsequent thawing and bursting. 
�Check�for�any�cracks�or�openings�in�walls,�floors�and�ceilings.�Caulking�will�help�to�keep�cold�air�from�entering�and�
affecting your pipes and your heating bills. 
I f you have a water meter pit cover on your property, check that it is securely locked down and not cracked or broken.
Disconnect and drain all outside hoses to prevent freezing. 
Turn off all outside spigots from inside your house, drain the lines and leave the spigots open. 
Shut down, thoroughly drain and properly winterize all lawn sprinkler systems. 
 Snowbirds – contact a plumber to have your home winterized during your time in warmer climates. 
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